Maryfield College
Numeracy Plan

Mission Statement

We acknowledge that it is through our relationships with others that we grow to our full potential.  Therefore we aspire to create educational environment where pupils come to learn and understand themselves, their abilities and their world. In this environment they learn to take responsibility for themselves and others and so can become independent adults.

The Board of Management, Principal, Deputy Principal, teachers and other staff along with parents and the wider community, acknowledge that we have a responsibility to raise numeracy levels in our students.  We are also mandated to do so under the National Strategy to Improve Literacy and Numeracy among Children and Young People 2011-2020.

Rationale

Numeracy includes the ability to use numbers, to add, subtract, multiply and divide. Numeracy also encompasses the ability to use mathematical understanding and skills to solve problems and meet the demands of day-to-day living in complex social settings. To have this ability, a young person needs to be able to think and communicate quantitatively, to make sense of data, to have a spatial awareness, to understand patterns and sequences, and to recognise situations where mathematical reasoning can be applied to solve problems.  
Numeracy is a key ‘life skill’ and permeates all school subjects and extra curricular activities.  All eight principles of the New Junior Certificate encompass Numeracy while eight out of twenty four Statements of Learning specifically highlight key numeracy skills.
Aims

1 To raise standards so that students can meet the numeracy demands in all subjects and programmes
2 To integrate specific numeracy elements into all subject areas.  
All subject departments will produce a numeracy sub plan within their subject plan.  “Numeracy moments” will be incorporated into the delivery of lessons to the target group initially and eventually to the whole school.

3 To identify a small number of specific mathematical learning needs.

Testing of the target group will reveal mathematical learning needs and this learning gap will be addressed on a whole school and consistent basis. The use of a common approach by all teachers towards the development of the skill will be incorporated by all teachers into their lesson. 
4 To increase awareness of the links between mathematical language and everyday English.  
Words may have a one meaning or application in Maths and a similar or different meaning in other subjects. The various meanings and applications may be explored on a whole school basis.
5 To promote a positive attitude to numeracy and to help students see the relevance of numeracy to everyday life.
Implementation

The plan will be implemented by the whole school in 2014/2017. The target group are 1st years.  Throughout the year a number of Croke Park hours will be deployed for staff training in Numeracy Concepts and for the development of Numeracy within Subject Plans.  Testing of incoming first years will be completed to identify specific numeracy needs.  Progress in relation to the chosen area of focus will be tracked through further testing.  Data will also be gathered on student and teacher attitudes towards numeracy each year of the implementation phase.  A Numeracy Link teacher will attend relevant seminars and workshops conducted by PDST.  PDST may also be requested to deliver training within the school.
Special Education Needs

In accordance with the Special Needs Policy, all teachers have a responsibility to differentiate in order to accommodate students with Special Educational Needs.  A variety of resources and teaching materials are made available to all teachers.  Teachers may also consult directly with the SEN teacher.  Resources can also be accessed on the SESS on line library.
Monitor Review and Evaluation

The Numeracy Plan will be evaluated through the School Self Evaluation process. 

The resulting SSE report will highlight strengths and weaknesses and will form the basis of the School Improvement Plan 2014- 2015.
